
Are basic
needs met?

Has
something 
changed in
the child’s

life?

Are there 
any medical 

needs?

How are
the child’s 
friendships

within
school?

The Child

Does the
child belong 

to a
vulnerable 

group?

Is there a 
pattern 

emerging?

Is English
the child’s 

first
language?

Who else
shares your 

concern?

What 
do we know 

about the 
child’s life 
outside of 

school?

For example: social groups, 
family circumstances, 
attitude to learning, 

difference in engagement 
in lessons?

Has this been a sudden dip 
in progress / attainment?

Do they have access to 
positive reading role 

models?

Do they visit their 
local library?

What challenges do they 
face outside of school?

Are the child’s 
hearing and 

sight checks up 
to date?

What do we 
know about the 
child’s medical 

history?

Do all staff feel 
the same?

What do the 
child’s family 

think?

What are the 
child’s views?

How does the 
child engage with 

peers during 
lessons and at 

other less 
structured times?

Does the child 
engage with 
positive role 

models?

Which staff do 
they perform

best with?

Which languages 
does the child 

speak or is 
exposed to?

What is their 
reading ability in 
these languages?

Do they have 
access to English 

based texts outside 
of school?

Are there cultural 
barriers to 
reading?

What additional 
barriers may this 

group face?

What is the child’s 
typical 

performance like 
across subjects?

Does progress dip 
following 

transition to a new 
year group?

The ‘Professional Hunch’
considering the whole child

Is there an underlying need 
that is preventing the child from 

engaging fully and enjoying 
lessons?

Are they tired? Are they hungry?

Discuss with the child’s family 
and monitor.


